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unexpectedly disembarked at Port Said. Syria was still
in the hands of the enemy, and Palestine was recovering
rapidly from the strain of the past few years. It was
plain, therefore, that this unit would be unable to
employ, for the moment, all its resources upon the
work of reconstruction, and the commandant, who
in common with many Americans was interested in
Armenian welfare, during his stay in Port Said studied
the conditions of the camp. To his practised eye the
first requirement was occupation for the inmates.
Even the work of the women now languished. The
little band of workers formed from the Society of
Friends of Armenia had vanished at the call of other
duties, and none had come to fill their place. Here
then, at Port Said, was an opportunity for America to
begin the task of reconstructing the Near East. The
camp industries were resuscitated and enlarged. Fresh
schools were built and fresh hospitals opened.

There could be no question of the earnest sincerity
of the members of this Red Cross unit. They were
men and women drawn to the Egyptian theatre of
war out of simple charity. No thought of honours or
decorations had induced them to undertake the long
and hazardous journey from the United States : no
motive had inspired them but devotion to the cause
of afflicted humanity. In their ranks were men of all
callings and all creeds : true Christian citizens of the
world, parading neither their aims nor their faiths.
Their interest was excited by suffering : their genero-
sity knew no bounds. It was a wonderfully equipped
Mission, astounding in the wealth of its resources,
even in the eyes of those well accustomed now to
the spectacle of lavish expenditure of money upon
soldiers: disciplined also with a strictness to satisfy
the most exacting martinet. To troops weary of
talk and thought of slaughter, there was relief in
meeting a body of men and women who desired to
repair the ravages of war.